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eii Barka Trial Hears Orly Lounge Was Bugged 


By JOHN L. HESS , 

Special lo Tilt Now York Time! 


“ i'Auia,. Sept. na — a micro-; 

. phono was hidden behind a ’ 

• Picasso in a reception iroom. 

for distinguished visitors • at 
Orly Airport, it 'was testified 
today. 7 , 

That the V.'I.P. rooms at 
Orly are bugged was divulged'' 
by a high French counter- 
espionage officer who is a de- 
fendant in '. the Ben Barka 
trial. 

1 The officer, Maj. Marcel Be • 
Roy, alias Finville, is accused 
i of having failed , to report ' 

! knowledge of a 'crime, the. 

! kidnapping of the Moroccan , 

• opposition leader, Mehdi Ben. 
Barka, from the Boulevard l 
Saint-Germain last Oct. 29. It 
is generally assumed .here 

; ■ that Mr. Ben Barka was , 
murdered. 

For two days, witnesses' 
and lawyers had hammered;' 
at Major Le Roy's denial that' 
t he knew of 'the. plot.' An aide'. 


testified, that on the after- 
noon of Oct. 29 he had indeed 
received a telephone message 
to "Thomas" — another *tf , 
Major Le Roy’s code names— 
from “Don Pedro.” 

Don Pedro was Antoine 
Lopez, h defendant who was 
at the same time : an Air' 
France official at Orly, an 
informer ‘ for the French in- 
telligence service and an inti- 
mate of French gangsters, 
and Moroccan politicians. , 
Lopez has testified that he 
organized the kidnapping for. 
the Moroccan Minister of the' 
Interior, 1 Gen. Mohqmmcd 
Oufkir, but insists that he did 
it with the knowledge and 
approval of his superiors in 
the intelligence service 
through Major Le Roy., 

An aide of Major Le Roy’s 
testified yesterday, in i the . 
face of the major’s denial, 
that he had received the 
message and passed it on to 
his chief. The measag* said 


■.the rendezvous . had taken ule. Major Le Roy replied that 
place. x , there had been a great deal to' 

This afternoon, lawyers, for , do when his' chief arrived 
.' Mr. Ben Barka's family— the ' from abroad — arranging for' 
victim as well as the accused , him to pass through customs, 
maybe represented in French ' and the. police check and to ; ; 

. proceedings — hammered away /-.meet with his aides. , t 

at Major Le Roy’s account of , 7 , However, the general de-i 
his own doings at the time of ■ nied that he had sought con-] 
the kidnapping. spicuous special treatment on j 

7 , Major Le Roy had testified, > ,hls arrivals, and, Lopez, ris-l 
> that he went to Orly before ■ ing, said that all that ever] 
10 A.M. and ■ remained until . ,had been necessary was to j 


. early afternoon to greet ’ his 
superior, Gen. Paul Jacquicr, 
then head of the S.D.E.C.E., 

I the French equivalent of the 
United. States Central Intelli- 
gence A'gency. 

Why, the Ben Barka law- ■' that the room where the 
yers - demanded, did it take 
hours to greet the general?. 1 ; 

■ Major Le Roy said the gen- 
eral’s plane had been late.' ; 

‘ General Jacquier, who' lost ;. 

:’ his post in the aftermdth of 
the Ben Barka scandal, testi- 
fied that., as far as he knew 


■ thg plane had; been on sohed- 


tell him, Lopez, that someone] 
was coming and it was all.i 
taken care of. '1 

Visibly' vexed, Major Le] 
Roy said he had another im- ( 
portant duty— to see to it,! 

1 

chief met his aides was not] 
bugged. It is widely known,,! 
he declared, that reception! 
rooms at Orly are bugged. i 
“Don' t you know,” he said to ! 
General Jaquier, "that there 
were listening posts in Salon 
Number 1 at Orly where you 
were received several times?” ; 

Lopez leaped , up- and cried, 
’’Yes, and it was I who found 
' it, behind the PicasSo picture!" 

V The chief trial .judge, Jeah 
, |Perez,- demanded, .; "For whose 
account was this listening serv-' 

■ -ice?” : V ;;. ; '. ■ • ., T ;"i 

to.''N.otk ours.v anyhow, ”Ix)pea‘:| 
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